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Burundi 


Clashes in North Result in ‘Decimated’ 
Community 


EA1110211094 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1800 GMT 11 Oct 94 


(BIS Translated Text] Security is still disrupted: This is 
the case in (Vyegwa) in Ngozi Province, where refugees 
and locals clashed today after cattle belonging to 
(Vyegwa) refugees were stolen. Tension is also increasing 
in Bukeye, around (Kibira), near Bugarama, while Tan- 
gara Commune, which was spared during the massacres 
last October, has been living through absolutely desolate 
conditions for two weeks now—part of the population 
has been decimated, another part has taken refuge in the 
communes of Karuzi Province, while nearly 4,500 sur- 
vivors have now gathered at the Musenyi Government 
Secondary School. The people of Musenyi were culti- 
vating the lands of [words indistinct] valleys which 
(Salvatore Mvuyekure) criss-crossed in this commune. 
Here is his report: 


[Begin (Mvuyekure) recording] The lushness of Nya- 
muswaga Valley between Gashinkanwa and Tangara 1s 
beautiful, but nobody is there to admire it. The hills of 
Musenyi are empty—even the coffee trees have been 
burned. The number of dead remains unknown. Some 
among the approximately 4,500 who survived the car- 
nage just say that there were many dead, without giving 
further details. There is no sign of life on the hills of 
(Nyagaktovo), (Bushoka), (Manga), or (Ruyogoro). 


The situation became tense in September when the Tutsi 
population was forced to contribute 1,000 francs per 
family to sustain people [words indistinct] who, 
according to the survivors who are now gathered at 
Musenyi teachers’ school, are members of Palipehutu 
[Party for the Liberation of the Hutu People]. 


These people escaped death [words indistinct] through 
the presence of a military guard. Not a single NGO is 
there while they proliferate in Rwandan refugee camps. 
Children are bloated—obviously due to malnutrition. 
The two health centers which were in Musenyi have 
closed down. Only one miliary nurse deals with the sick 
people but [words indistinct]. 


The principal of Musenyi teachers’ school, Mr. (Bon- 
aventure Nayengenge), describes Musenyi as a place 
where one cannot live, so most of his 113 students, most 
of them Tutsis, were evacuated to (Burengo) Govern- 
ment Secondary School, which used to be called Don 
Bosco School. 


Although the Musenyi squad commander told us that 
security was gradually being restored on the hills, on 
(Gomba) Hill, [words indistinct] were kept as hostages 
by armed groups who have threatened [words indistinct] 
that if the soldiers ever tried to enter (Gomba), all these 
hostages would be killed. The situation remains dan- 
gerous to the extent that a survivor who ventures to get 


CENTRAL AFRICA 1 


a bunch of bananas has almost no chance of returning to 
the camp. These last two days, two people were stabbed 
by people waiting in ambush at a banana plantation. On 
the night of 9 October, gunshots were heard in neigh- 
boring (Ruhororo) Commune which, in October, experi- 
enced large-scale massacres. (Salvatore Mvuyekure), 
from Ngozi, for Radio Burundi. [end recording] 


UN Special Envoy Interviewed on Prospects for 
Peace 


LD1110203494 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1230 GMT 11 Oct 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] Our guest today is Ahmedou 
Ould Abdallah. He has been the United Nations’ special 
envoy to Burundi for nearly a year now. He arrived in 
the country after the murder of President Ndadaye. 
Since then, Abdallah has not stopped helping Burundi to 
put itself back on the constitutional rails and to bring the 
two sides closer together by nudging them toward dia- 
logue and compromise. 


The institutional crisis in the country finally ended a few 
days ago with the appointment of a new president. Does 
this mean a return to peace in Burundi? Mr. Abdallah 
gives us an answer. He is talking to Dominique de 
Courcelles: 


[Begin recording} [Abdallah] I believe that most of the 
violence that has taken place since April is linked to 
political speculation and the absence of an executive 
power. So, there will not be complete calm overnight, but 
the appointments of a president and a government are 
ingredients for a period of greater stability. 


[Courcelles] There are extremists on both sides who have 
refused to sign the government agreements, who are 
refusing to see Mr. Sylvestre Ntibantunganya as presi- 
dent. These extremists on both sides are few in number, 
but they have a great capacity for causing trouble. So 
what is going to happen? Is there not a risk that they will 
ruin everything? 


[Abdallah] No, I do not think so. First, you are right in 
saying that the extremists are expressing their opposi- 
tion. When you take the 13 legal parties, however, 12 of 
them have signed this agreement; 12 have put their 
signature to the agreement on the manner of appointing 
and electing a president. This is significant. There are, in 
fact, individuals who oppose the arrangement as it 
stands. They are on both sides, but I hope that this is the 
last of the political speculation, rather than a funda- 
mental challenge. Take, for example, former President 
Bagaza’s Uprona [Party of National Unity and Progress]. 
They did not sign, but they said that this was for reasons 
of principle, as they believe in holding a sovereign 
national conference. Apparently, however .... [pauses] In 
any case, what they are doing out on the streets does not 
look as though it is aimed at causing destabilization. 


[Courcelles] But how can the attacks and the deaths that 
are still taking place in Burundi every day be stopped? 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


2 CENTRAL AFRICA 


[Abdallah] Absolutely everything possible must be done 
to make them stop. We should not forget, however, that 
we have been living in a political vacuum for a year now. 
We have been living in a situation of instability. There is 
the war in Rwanda. There are refugees everywhere. 
Countries are divided and traumatized. This cannot 
change overnight. 


[Courcelles] The Frodebu [Burundi Democratic Front] 
had a landslide victory in the June 1993 elections. Do 
you not think that its victory was taken away from it 
because of this government agreement, which—in fact— 
gives the opposition more than its due? Little by little, it 
has obtained more and more. Admittedly, the president 
still belongs to the party that has the majority, the 
Frodebu. At the end of the day, however, have they not 
given too much away to the opposition by virtue of this 
agreement? 


[Abdallah] In absolute terms, you are right. In absolute 
terms only, the Frodebu won, and one could assume that 
it would resume power after everything collapsed on 21 
October. However, when one sees how serious the 
October crisis was and how serious what has happened 1n 
the region has been—in Rwanda, in particular—I believe 
that people on all sides were wise to say: Instead of 
questioning everything, instead of going back to a tran- 
sitional period, instead of experiencing the pangs of civil 
war as in Rwanda, Somalia, or Liberia, let us agree on 
this. Let us safeguard the democratic principles giving 
the advantage to those who won, but let us try to manage 
together during the four years of the mandate that are 
left, in order to save stability and peace in our country, as 
well as our own lives. 
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I think that the Frodebu—the moderate current within 
the Frodebu—is right to save what can be saved. The 
opposition was also right to join forces with the Frodebu 
because the hard-line current within the Frodebu .... 
[pauses] The opposition, rather, does not want any 
agreement with the Frodebu; it did not want any agree- 
ment with the Frodebu. 


{Courcelles] For one year now, all the Burundians, many 
Burundians, and the international community have been 
calling for trials. The trial of those behind the coup and 
the massacres that came in its wake has not yet taken 
place. Do you think that peace can really be restored in 
Burundi before justice is done? 


[Abdallah] Justice must be done. All Burundians are 
calling for this. First and foremost, impunity must be 
dealt with in an appropriate way. The tragedy of these 
countries—if we listen to the Burundians, whatever 
political and ethnic group they may belong to—is that 
failure to punish the guilty is a calamity. However, one 
could not reasonably consider holding trials in a country 
going through a political crisis without an executive 
power. A government has now been set up, and we must 
help the Burundians rebuild their economy, their 
finances, their political stability and, mainly, their judi- 
ciary. This is what they are calling for. Their friends 
must help them. 


[Courcelles] You are rather optimistic about the contin- 
uation of the process in Burundi, are you not? 


[Abdallah] Yes, I am essentially optimistic because I 
think that the Burundians have suffered a lot. | am 
concerned because of general instability in the subregion. 
[end recording] 
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Kenya 


Moi Says In-Fighting Will Jeopardize Fconomy 


EA1010132494 Nairobi KBC Television Network in 
Swahili 0959 GMT 10 Oct 94 


[Speech by President Daniel arap Moi, following his 
speech in English; at Nyayo stadium in Nairobi on the 
occasion of Moi Day—live] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Passage omitted] The door is 
open for whoever wants to play the opposition game— 
open. The road is open, but those who want this country 
to be built and to help the needy need unity. Let no one 
deceive you in Africa, that we will succeed through many 
parties, fights, and other factors, that the economy will 
thrive. How will the economy thrive if people are 
fighting? Who will invest in a country that is fighting? 
Nobody. 


People say Kenya is forging ahead. They think it is 
progressing and there is no problem. Problems that 
might erupt could be bad. If 1 had become angry when 
being abused, do you think we would be gathering here 
like this now? Tribal fighting and other things would 
happen. [passage omitted] 


The opposition is saying Kanu [ruling party] is the 
restaurant [providing food] but the votes belong to them. 
This time around there is no restaurant [applause]. I tell 
the people, if you want your life to be all right, give your 
vote to the Kanu party. There is no more restaurant 
money. You vote for your welfare, and not for any old 
thing. If the money gets exhausted, there are problems. 
[passage omitted] 


Many people are threatening people saying that some 
group of people will be killed. Such a democratic country 
as Kenya in which we value freedom ... [pauses] As I told 
you, a portion, part of our national anthem says May We 
Dwell in Unity, Peace and Liberty [preceding sentence in 
English]. Why should anyone intimidate any commu- 
nity? Nobody has the right to intimidate anyone, an 
individual or communities. No one has the right, and the 
government will deal with anyone doing such a thing. I 
am requesting that police to be tough in this respect 
[applause]. [Passage omitted] 
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Drop in Inflation, Currency Appreciation Reported 


EA1110195594 Nairobi KNA in English 1615 GMT 
11 Oct 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, 11 October (KNA)}— 
The Kenya shilling Was today exchanging at the mean 
rate of 44.00 shillings to the dollar in the interbank 
market. 


According to a press statement released by the Central 
Bank of Kenya today, today’s mean rate was however 
still 22 per cent above the official rate of 36.00 shi’lings 
to the dollar which was prevailing in December 1992. 
The statement noted that the shilling exchange rate had 
continued to appreciate despite the central bank’s daily 
intervention of buying surplus dollars from the market. 
In June last year, the rate was nearly 82.00 shillings to 
the dollar. 


The statement further said the inflation had dropped to 
12.80 per cent in September this year compared to 53.90 
per cent in September last year. This follows a decline of 
the yields of treasury bills to 23.38 per cent in September 
this year from 75.99 per cent in September last year. 


Interbank interest rates were a mean 10.38 per cent in 
August this year having dropped from 66.28 in August 
last year. 


The statistics indicate a surely recovery of the Kenyan 
economy following a successful implementation of eco- 
nomic reforms. 


Tanzania 


Government Reports Increase in Refugee 
Population 


EA1110201094 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1700 GMT 11 Oct 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] Kagera region is faced with a big 
increase of refugees from Rwanda. A report handed to 
the prime minister and first vice president, Honorable 
John Malecela, states that in the last seven months more 
than 515,000 refugees have entered the region, and that 
they continue to pour into it. The report said as a result 
of the increase in Rwandan refugees, the region now has 
more than 528,000 refugees, including 13,000 refugees 
from Burundi. 
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ANC Allocates Constituencies to Members of 
Parliament 


MB1110180894 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in 
English 9 Oct 94 p 3 


[Report by Phylicia Oppelt] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Residents of Soweto will soon be 
able to call on their own member of Parliament, Housing 
Minister Joe Slovo, to help solve community problems. 


The ANC this week published a list of MP’s who have 
been allocated constituencies. Many areas are shared 
among a number of MP’s, with each being paid R3,000 
[rands] for the responsibility. 


Mr. Slovo, who lives in Observatory, Johannesburg, will 
serve South Africa’s biggest township along with other 
MP’s. 


Other ministers who have been allocated constituencies 
include Labour Minister Tito Mbowen: (Johannesburg); 
Defence Minister Joe Modise (Nelspruit); Foreign Affairs 
Minister Alfred Nzo (Transkei) and Deputy Minister of 
Environment Affairs Bantu Holomisa (Umtata). 


Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry Kader Asmal has 
been allocated the Cape Town southern suburbs. Min- 
ister of Sport Steve Tshwete will represent the Eastern 
Cape, while Health Minister Dr. Nkosazana Zuma will 
represent Umlazi. 


Mr. Jackson Mthembu, the ANC’s information chief, 
said MPs would be expected to address community 
matters such as crime and housing. 


“It will be a two-way process. Parliament will get direct 
feedback from MP’s on the implementation of decisions, 
while communities can voice their concerns and prob- 
lems.” 


It is expected that ministers will soon meet with repre- 
sentatives of their constituencies to decide how many 
offices will be opened in a specific area by the end of this 
year. 


But, even when the offices are set up, it might still be 
difficult to get to your local MP. 


As the spokesman at the ANC PWV [Pretoria, Witwa- 
tersrand, Vereeniging] regional office said: ‘““You cannot 
expect to speak to the minister yourself; he is a busy 
man. Write a letter and sent it to our office. We will 
decide how to deal with your problem and process it in 
due course.” 


Provincial Premiers Favor Retaining Existing 
Boundaries 


MB1110173494 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1500 GMT 11 Oct 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Six of the nine provincial 
premiers are in favor of provincial boundaries remaining 
unchanged in the interim Constitution. This decision was 
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taken at the premiers’ forum at Sun City. The premiers 
said disputed areas not described as problem areas in the 
Constitution should be referred to the Senate. These 
include KwaNdebele. Groblersdal, Pongola, Balfour, 
Mzimkulu, Taung, Kuruman, Thabazimbi, and Ellisras. 


Development Facilitation Bill To Favor Poor, Cut 
Costs 


MB1110143394 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1329 
GMT 11 Oct 94 


[Report by Hannes de Wet] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Oct 11 SAPA—The 
poor will be favoured by land development procedures 
set out in the draft Development Facilitation Bill, 
Housing Minister Joe Slovo told a news conference in 
Pretoria on Tuesday [11 October]. He said the bill aimed 
“to cut through the legacy of apartheid legislation on 
land development.” 


“The procedures are designed to favour the poor and to 
reduce costs.” The bill, published in the GOVERN- 
MENT GAZETTE last week, provided ‘“‘a nationally 
uniform point of reference” for “integrated and sustain- 
able land development.” 


Mr. Jay Naidoo, the minister responsible for the govern- 
ment’s Reconstruction and Development Programme 
[RDP], told newsmen the bill provided “ta highway to 
implement the RDP on the ground.” It would bring an 
end to the bureaucracy currently delaying the RDP. 


Land Affairs Minister Derek Hanekom said the private 
and public sectors had responded positively to the draft. 
A joint statement by Mr. Slovo and Mr. Hanekom said 
the bill would make mortgage loans or state housing 
subsidies available at an earlier stage in the development 
process. ““This would hopefully reduce the holding costs 
of land and services in new development, thereby 
reducing the demands on subsidy and loan amounts.” 


The statement said existing legislation on land develop- 
ment was disjointed and often not appropriate to the 
RDP. Existing laws lacked sufficient detail, making it 
difficult for communities or their organisations to 
engage in the land development process for the first time. 
The bill would establish development tribunals for each 
province and outline procedures to resolve typical devel- 
opment conflicts between various interested parties. 


It would also provide for the setting of housing targets to 
measure the development performance of local govern- 
ments. In terms of the bill, a development and planning 
commission would be set up to investigate “more thor- 
ough and longer-term reforms” of land development. 
The commission would include representatives of 
national and provincial bodies, the statement said. 
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Kasrils Says Budget Cuts Have Reduced SANDF 
Capability 

MB!1110122794 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1147 
GMT 11 Oct 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Midrand Oct 11 SAPA—Cuts 
in defence spending have reduced the combat capability 
of the South African National Defence Force [SANDF}, 
Deputy Defence Minister Ronnie Kasrils said on 
Tuesday [11 October]. 


Speaking at a defence industry conference at Gallagher's 
Estate in Midrand, north of Johannesburg, he said also 
that the imminent end of the arms embargo and steps 
toward a more transparent defence industry offered 
many challenges and opportunities. 


He said it could be argued that the new South Africa 
needed a defence force and an arms industry, but both 
should be subject to revision and reform. 


The government had to balance its defence needs and 
responsibilities as an emerging democratic regional 
power with social upliftment through the reconstruction 
and development programme. “Essential to this equa- 
tion is a modern, balanced, technologically advanced 
defence force fully representative of our people and 
therefore legitimate and credible,’ Mr. Kasrils said. 


Socio-economic upliftment was now the state’s spending 
priority. Since 1989 defence spending had fallen in real 
terms by 40 per cent. If the cost of integrating the various 
forces was not taken into account, the fall amounted to 
50 per cent. 


“These reductions have, however, even in the short term 
had a detrimental effect on the combat capability of the 
National Defence Force. The decrease in defence spending 
has caused that part of the budget allocated to armament 
replacement or renewal to decline drastically.” 


Funds for this had been cut by 20 per cent in the 1994 
budget. “More cuts will necessitate having to turn to 
foreign suppliers, which in turn will have another nega- 
tive impact on employment in South Africa,” Mr. Kas- 
rils told delegates. 


Since 1990, 8,685 uniformed and civilian personnel had 
been retrenched at a cost of R139 million [rands] in real 
terms, and cuts in the capital budget had resulted in the 
loss of about 90,000 defence industry jobs. 


In view of limited resources, a core force with the ability to 
expand rapidly was needed, rather than a large permanent 
force. “This present allocation to defence makes it impos- 
sible to maintain even this required core force and only 
permits the maintenence of a much smaller force,” he said. 
Any further cuts would make the Defence Force unable to 
catry out even its secondary tasks. 


Notwithstanding this, the defence industry annually 
earned substantial amouits of foreign exchange since it 
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was one of the country’s largest exporters of manufac- 
tured goods. With the lifting of sanctions, the industry 
expected a substantial rise in sales. 


However, Mr. Kasrils said, uncontrolled international 
arms trading could lead to disaster. Moral and ethical 
questions had to be sympathetically and rigorously dealt 
with if the country was “to allay the reasonable fears that 
arise frorm past sanctions busting and the murkier side of 
an international industry preyed on by the likes of the Eli 
Wazans of this world.” 


South Africa had often been accused of dealing in 
so-called “grey markets” and of supplying arms to coun- 
tries accused of violating human rights. “The entire 
policy is currently being looked at and is being stream- 
lined,” Mr. Kasrils said, adding that South Africa was 
adhering to the various international treaties. 


He said the recent Yemeni arms deal illustrated the pitfalls 
of the arms trade and the need for stricter control. ““We are 
establishing strict criteria concerning countries to which 
we will or will noi sell arms, based on the transitional 
executive council’s subcouncil on defence’s arms policy 
recommendations. Among these are countries that violate 
their people’s human rights, are involved in civil war or 
threaten the sovereignty of their neighbours.”” Members of 
a committee to investigate the matter were expected to be 
named on Tuesday by Justice Minister Dullah Omar. 


Agreement Heralds Closer EU-South African 
Economic Ties 


MS1110120994 London FINANCIAL TIMES in 
English 11 Oct 94 p 4 


[Report by Mark Suzman: “South Africa and EU Agree 
on Closer Ties} 


[FBiS Transcribed Text] Pretoria—The European 
Union [EU] and South Africa yesterday signed a co- 
operation agreement, laying the foundation for closer 
political and economic ties and marking the conclusion 
of a four-day visit to South Africa by Sir Leon Brittan, 
the external economic relations commissioner. 


The agreement, which was signed in a ceremony at 
Pretoria by Sir Leon and Mr. Thabo Mbeki, South 
African deputy president, is primarily concerned with 
boosting co-operation in trade and development, 
although it also deals with questions of human rights and 
democracy. 


It will also allow the European Investment Bank, which 
currently has Ecu300m (236m pounds) earmarked for 
South Africa, to begin lending activities in the country as 
well as setting the legal basis fer the expansion of 
EU-South African economic links. 


Both tiie agreement and Sir Leon’s visit testify to the 
growing prominence of the EU in South Africa as an 
institution separate from its member states. More impor- 
tantly, they lay the groundwork for the negotiation of a 
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formal trade agreement between the EU and South 
Africa. The EU ts currently South Africa’s biggest 
trading partner and receives more than 40 per cent of 
South African eaports, while providing 33 per cent of the 
country’s total imports. Two-way annual trade amounts 
to R [Rand] 63bn (11.5bn pounds). 


Although South Africa was admitted to the Generalised 
System of Preferences in September, there 1s currently a 
debate over whether the country should also seek acces- 
sion to the Lome Agreement, which provides 69 devel- 
oping countries with preferential access to EU markets, 
or whether it should instead draw up a separate agree- 
ment with the EU. 


Speaking at the signing, Mr. Mbeki said he hoped that 
the resolution of this question could be reached as 
“quickly as possible” but warned that any final deal 
would first require consultation with other states in the 
region. 


Sir Leon echoed these sentiments and said that he hoped 
that the EU also hoped to contribute to broader regional 
development. 


However, he warned that urgent action first needed to be 
taken by South Africa to dismantle its existing trade 
barriers if it wished to become an attractive market for 
European investment. “Such a protectionist system (as 
South Africa’s) makes no sense today,” he said. “I have 
stressed that further liberalisation is essential for both 
trade and investment.” 


Earlier on his trip, Sir Leon announced plans to form a 
joint EU/Sout) Africa Business Council to help promote 
business ties and trade links. 


Meanwhile, on the aid front the EU has long been South 
Africa’s largest single donor of unattached grant assistance 
for development, having spent R1.2bn since 1986. It plans 
to spend a further R440m a year on various development 
programmes, especially in education and health. 


Afrikaner Leader Says Government Abuses Police 
for Own Ends 


MB1110205794 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2026 
GMT 11 Oct 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Oct 11 SAPA— 
Afrikaner-Volksfront President Dr. Ferdi Hartzenberg 
on Tuesday [11 OctoberJaccused the government of 
abusing the police to promote its political goals. In a 
statement in Pretoria, he claimed police throughout the 
country aad been instructed to take part in marches on 
15 October to demonstrate their commitment to co- 
operation with the public. 


Dr. Hartzenberg said he objected to such demonstrations 
because they would be “humiliating” for the police. 
“This is clearly a political move by the African National 
Congress government to abuse the police in promoting 
its own political goals,’ he said. 
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“Such marches would create the impression that pro- 
tecting the public had not been a police task in the past. 
It could easily place them in the same category as 
demonstrators.” Dr. Hartzenberg called on police not 
belonging to the ANC to distance themselves from any 
marches. 


Reserve Bank Governor on Abolition of Exchange 
Controls 


MB1110190394 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
11 Oct 94 p 13 


{Interview with Reserve Bank Governor Chris Stals by 
John Spira; date and place not given—questions within 
slantlines printed in boldface] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Are our present exchange con- 
trols desirable? 


They create many problems of administration for the 
Reserve Bank, restrict the free movement of funds 
between South Africa and the rest of the world, distort 
interest and exchange rates, asset values and even wages 
and salaries. The exchange controls therefore lead to the 
maldistribution of resources and, in the longer term, 
work against the objective of optimum economic growth. 
The Reserve Bank is therefore unreservedly in favour of 
the abolition of exchange controls. 


Why Then, Do They Remain in Place? 


It could be irresponsible for the Reserve Bank to advise 
the Government to abolish these controls in a situation 
where the bank is not in a position to provide adequate 
support to the foreign exchange market during the period 
of transition from the existing controlled system to a new 
more liberalised market. 


The need for support will be even more substantial in a 
situation where the two exchange rates (‘he commercial 
and financial rand rates of exchange) are still far apart, 
and where there is still a lot of pressure for funds to flow 
out of the country. 


The bank must at least first be confident that the libera- 
lised system will be sustainable, and that a reintroduction 
of the controis will not be forced because of adverse 
aftermath of the abolition of the exchange controls. 


Yet many are advocating a “Big Bang” approach—total 
aoolition of all exchange controls in one step. 


In view of the low level of the country’s foreign reserves, 
the remaining uncertainties of future capital move- 
ments, the huge pent-up demand of South African inves- 
tors who want to diversify existing asset portfolio, and 
macro-economic structural deficiencies in the economy, 
the “Big Bang’ approach will have to be part of a 
comprehensive macro-economic stabilisation pro- 
gramme that will, in particular, have to include rather 
restrictive monetary and fiscal policies. 
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The alternative approach is then one of gradually 
phasing out exchange controls. How would this unfold? 


A first step in this programme would be to abolish the 
financial rand system, and then as the situation 
improves further, gradually to make more concessions to 
residents for the outward investment of capital. 


In a third phase the blocked funds of former residents 
could be released, and in a final phase a free foreign 
exchange market can be introduced where both spot and 
forward exchange rates for a unitary floating currency 
will be determined by market forces. 


When is This Phasing Out Programme Likely to 
Commence? 


The Reserve Bank is optimistic that favourable develop- 
ments are now taking place in support of the gradual 
abolition of the exchange controls. 


No time schedule can be fixed for this programme, 
however, as it is not dependent on time, but on a partly 
subjective and also discretionary assessment—of under- 
lying trends. 


The reserve Bank will not hesitate to recommend to 
Government to take the next step, provided the bank is 
satisfied that the country will be able to manage the 
transition without undue and destructive financial insta- 
bility. 


Decisions of this nature must, after all, be taken in the 
national interest, and not under pressure from selective 
groups with sectoral interests, he said. 


COSATU Says Composition of Tax Commission 
‘Flawed’ 

MB1210083394 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0758 
GMT 12 Oct 94 


[Statement by the Congress of South African Trade 
Unions on the SAPA PR Wire Service] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] 


COSATU [Congress of South African Trade Unions] 
Evidence to Tax Commission 


COSATU General Secretary Sam Shilowa will be giving 
evidence to the Tax Commission this afternoon at 1400. 
COSATU will in its evidence inter alia be calling for the 
recusal of the commissioner dealing with VAT [value- 
added tax], and the appointment of a new chair for the 
commission. 


Several public statements have been maae by these two 
commissioners which blatantly pre-empt the findings of 
the tax commission. Dolly Mokgatle, the commissioner 
responsible for the investigation into VAT, has stated on 
more than one occasion that the commission favoured 
the scrapping or ‘radical rethink’ of VAT exemptions on 
basic foodstuffs. She has continued to publicly state this 
position, despite COSATU objecting in our written 
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submission in August this year, to statements which 
pre-empt the findings of the commission. 


There are few issues in South Africa which are more 
sensitive than the impact of taxation, particularly VAT, 
on the poor. COSATU is therefore amazed that this 
commissioner has chosen to treat the views of COSATU 
and other constituencies with such contempt. There may 
be a legitimate debate on the relative merits of zero- 
rating and targeted poverty relief. COSATU’s view is 
that poverty relief canno’ act as a substitute for zero- 
rating, and we will be putting our argument before the 
commission. Howevei we cannot have confidence that 
our evidence on VAT will be objectively assessed by the 
commissioner in question, when she has already patently 
made up her mind on the issue. We are therefore calling 
for her recusal. 


We are equally disturbed by statements made last week 
by the chair of the commission, Michael Katz at a 
conference in London. He stated that the commission 
would not recommend an increase in tax rates when it 
submitted its report in November (‘everyone knows that 
we can’t increase tax’), but rather on ways of improving 
tax collection. To some people this might appear uncon- 
troversial. But this is precisely pre-empting the findings 
of the commission, which was charged with the task of 
restructuring taxation, not simply looking at more effi- 
cient ways to collect tax, within a regressive and totally 
unfair system. 


Contrary to the conventional wisdom argued by the 
chair, COSATU will be putting forward evidence which 
shows that South Africa’s tax rats, and in particular the 
taxes on large corporations are low by international 
standards. We are therefore arguing that one of the 
options which needs to be seriously considered is a 
significant increase in tax on these corporations. This 
can be done either by the removal of some exemptions 
they currently enjoy, or raising the general level of 
company tax. The perception that companies are heavily 
taxed is disputed, particularly in regard to large con- 
glomerates such as Anglo American, which pay an effec- 
tive tax rate of well below 20 percent, while it is the small 
companies which pay much higher rates. 


Further our evidence will show that in recent years there 
has been a massive shift in the burden of taxation, through 
the restructuring of the tax system, on to the shoulders of 
working people and the poor, both through income tax, 
and indirect tax. We are arguing that, in line with the 
position of the RDP [Reconstruction and Development 
Program], which should be the commission's reference 
point, we need a radical restructuring of the taxation 
system, to ensure that it is progressive in nature. 


The statement by the chair of the commission, by 
precluding the possibility of raising certain taxes on the 
rich and the corporations, has pre-empted his own 
findings, and made it clear that organisations such as 
COSATU have no prospect of receiving a fair hearing by 
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the commission. We are therefore calling for his recusal 
and the appointment of a new chair. 


The failure of the commission to seriously address its 
mind to the various options in an objective and fair way 
underscores the position of COSATU congress that the 
composition of the commission was fundamentally 
flawed in failing to ensure representation of individuals 
who have a broad appreciation of the views of a range of 
constituencies. This now needs to be remedied. 
COSATU will be giving its evidence at 14h00 today at 
Ist floor Gordon Leith Building, Mutual Street, off 
Church Square, Pretoria. The hearings are open to the 
press. Copies of our written submissions are available. 


IFP Youth Brigade Calls For National Youth 
Forum 


MB1110141394 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0947 
GMT 11 Oct 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Oct 11 SAPA— 
The Inkatha [Freedom Party] Youth Brigade [IFP YB] on 
Tuesday [11 October] called for the formation of a 
national youth forum in South Africa. 


IFPYB West-Rand Secretary Dlangezwa Mvelase said 
the proposed national youth forum should comprise all 
youth organisations and concerned groups across the 
country’s political and social spectrum. He said the 
forum would be used as a vehicle for South African 
youths to address their problems on the ground and to 
liase with the government on matters concerning them. 


“Its main task will be to reconcile and develop youths of 
all races and political and cultural backgrounds. It is only 
when all youths find common ground that we can find 
workable solutions to fight political unrest, crime and 
drug abuse,” he said. 


Mr. Mvelase said it was the IFPYB policy to participate 
in the government of national unity for the reconstruc- 
tion of the economy. “To achieve this we need intensi- 
fied training schemes for the youths to shift them away 
from drugs and crimes, which are having a devastating 
effect on the economy and job creation opportunities,” 
he said. 


He called on the government to assist and encourage 
youth programmes “because there will not be a bright 
future for this country if matters affecting youths are not 
properly addressed.” 


South African Press Review for 11 Oct 
MB! 110122694 
{Editorial Report] 

THE CITIZEN 


Mandela Cements Relations With United States— 
Referring to President Nelson Mandela's visit to the 
United States, Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 
on 7 October in its page 6 editorial says U.S. President 
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Clinton pledged the United States will “continue to do 
everything in our power to support the new nation you 
and your South African people have created and seek so 
strongly to build.” But he was high on rhetoric rather 
than dramatic new projects.” The United States is “not 
exactly over-generous (other countries like the Republic 
of China are giving far more practical, direct assistance 
on projects worth billions of rands).”” But while Man- 
dela’s visit “did not generate any dramatic offers of help, 
it certainly cemenied relations with the United States 
and brought the sub-Saharan Africa's terrible foed crisis 
to the attention of Americans.” However, THE CIT- 
IZEN fears that “these exceptionally close links may 
rouse suspicions in the European Union and the Asian 
nations that the United States is drawing South Africa 
into its own web of influence to their disadvantage.” 


THE STAR 


Erosion of Botswana Ruling Party’s Majority Likely— 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 11 October ina 
page |2 editorial says “ballot box pressure” is unlikely to 
topple the Botswana Democratic Party in the country’s 
forthcoming election. But inroads on its majority in 
Parliament “are almost certain,” with “cbservers giving 
it about 10 seats out of 40 to the opposition in the new 
parliament.” The reasons are: “a series of corruption 
scandals in government circles that have made the 
headlines, and the loss of two of the party's leading lights 
who died recently.” “Botswana will now perhaps take 
the lead in demonstrating how truly [preceding word in 
italics] multiparty politics can mature on the African 
continent.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Constitutional Court Candidates Shortlist “Too Neat'"— 
The composition of the shortlist of candidates for the 
Constitutional Court is “too neat to be coincidental, may 
be politically convenient but it is neither a legal necessity 
nor a guarantee of future constitutional insight,” says a 
page 12 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 11 October. “Whether it will be retained in 
the final selection remains to be seen. Although Mandela 
must act after consultation with the Cabinet and the 
Constitutional Court President, he has shown a determi- 
nation to do what he believes is mghter rather than what 
others might think is right.” 


SOWETAN 


What Are Azapo’s Future Plans’—‘‘How will Azapo 
{[Azanian People’s Organization] best serve the interests 
of the people it claims to represent since it is not 
represented at either national, regional or local govern- 
ment level?” asks Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
on 11 October in a page 10 editorial. It 1s “not enough” 
to reject participation in the present system, but “to 
deliver creative alternatives to the present negotiated 
settlement.” Failure to deliver these alternatives will 
result in Azapo “fading into political obscurity.” 
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Angola 


Embassy Denies UNITA Envoy Met With Clinton 


MB1110101394 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 0600 GMT 11 Oct 94 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Angolan Embassy in the 
Uniied States has denied that an alleged meeting on the 
Angolan peace process was held in Washington between 
President Bill Clinton and Jardo Mwekalia, UNITA’s 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
representative. The embassy says Mwekalia did not 
exchange views on the Angolan peace process with 
President Clinton during a function hosted by Senator 
Edward Kennedy. 


The denial 1s based on a statement issued by Michael 
Kennedy that explains Mwekalia’s attendance at the 
function. Michael Kennedy noted that Jardo Mwekalia 
was not included on the guest list, but could have showed 
up at the function with a donor because the event was a 
fund-raiser for the senator’s reelection campaign. 


The UNITA delegation in Washington issued a press 
release on 31 September about Mwekalia’s meeting. 
Mwekalia told the Portuguese news agency LUSA that 
Michael Kennedy, Senator Kennedy's nephew and 
director of his campaign, introduced him to the U.S. 
president at a function at Kennedy’s private residence in 
Virginia. 


The Angolan mission regrets that the brief meeting has 
been used as a publicity stunt, using the names of 
politicians whose position on the defense of democracy 
and peace in Angola and support for the Angolan Gov- 
ernment are publicly known. In view of the normaliza- 
tion of U.S.-Angola diplomatic relations in 1993, 
relations between the U.S. Administration and UNITA 
have been restricted to discussions within the framework 
of the Lusaka talks, which are held at the level of the 
State Department's deputy director for African Affairs. 
The embassy adds that reports of meetings outside the 
political and diplomatic parameters are nothing but a 
propaganda ploy with obscure goals in mind. 


Military Situation ‘Worrisome’ in Cuando 
Cubango, Cunene 

MB1110180194 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1200 GMT 11 Oct 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] The political and military situa- 
tion in Cuanco Cubango Province has been described as 
worrisome. Our correspondent reports from the area: 


[Begin unidentified correspondent recording] Between 8 
and 10 October, the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angoia [UNITA] moved Battalions 88 
and 45 toward the east, north, and southeast of Cuito 
Cuanavale and Longa. UNITA extensively shelled the 
Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] position in northeastern 
Cubango and abducted 17 civilians who were going to 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 9 


the farms. In view of renewed UNITA military opera- 
tions, the Cuando Cubango Independent Military Area 
Command alerts the Angolan and international commu- 
nity of the danger such a situation represents in the 
! usaka negotiating framework, and says UNITA will be 
responsible for future consequences. The government 
forces are firm in their positions and determined to 
defend the people and province to the last man. [end 
recording] 


In Huambo, UNITA is re-equipping troops to attack 
government positions in Tchindjenje District within the 
next few days. Our correspondent Cormmelic Manjata 
reports from Lobito: 


[Begin Manjata recording] UNIT¢ 
and 9th Battalions, under the c ane of General 
Uenda, are approaching the outskiris > 11a with the 
aim of taking it before a possible peace agreement is 
signed in Lusaka. A FAA source ays those battalions are 
reinforced in this operation by local regimezus such as 
Paiva, Salva Terra, Gorilas, Dasnharas, and other inde- 
pendent units. The source added that on 24 and 27 
September, UNITA rebel troops attacked FAA positions 
in Ukuma using 106 mm guns. In response, government 
forces killed three enemy soldiers and captured four 
AKM weapons. Jonas Savimbi’s soldiers once again 
shelled Ukuma on 6 October in an attempt to pressure 
the FAA. [end recording] 


There is a similar situation in Cunene Province, where 
UNITA attacked the Nhanga commune on 7 October. 
Our correspondent reports from the area: 


[Begin unidentified reporter recording] At that time the 
Black Cockerel soldiers destroyed the main infrastruc- 
ture in the area, stole cattle, and abducted defenseless 
civilians. However, after the prompt intervention of 
FAA soldiers, Jonas Savimbi’s rebels fled in disarray. 
[end recording] 


ebels’ 2° th, 3d, 82d, 


Botswana 


President Reviews National Economy, 
Development Prospects 

MBO0710144894 Johannesburg BEELD (BUSINESS 
BEELD Supplement) in Afrikaans 30 Sep 94 p S7 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Botswana’s economy stands at 
the crossroads. Following the discovery of diamonds 
after independence, the economy grew an average of 10 
percent per annum between 1981 and 1991. Income per 
head doubled. The country grew from an agriculturally 
based economy to one in which diamonds were respon- 
sible for 80 percent of exports and 50 percent of govern- 
ment revenue. 


At present income ner head is dropping, while unem- 
ployment is rising. As a result of a weakened demand for 
diamonds, the economy has been growing at a rate of 
only 2 percent for the past two years, while the popula- 
tion has been growing 3.5 percent yearly. 
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Nevertheless, Botswan.u is still held up by international 
experts as an example of economic success and political 
stability. BUSINESS BEELD spoke to Botswana Presi- 
dent Sir Ketumile Masire about his country’s achieve- 
ments and prospects. Referring to the high regard for the 
country, he said: “Botswana had a clear development 
philosophy that attracted support from the international 
community. We were able to implement well-formulated 
projects within a reasonable development plan. We 
managed the economy in a responsible manner by rein- 
vesting income from diamonds in productive assets 
instead of squandering it. We applied policies that cre- 
ated political stability within a multiparty democracy.” 


Relations with South Africa were uneasy until recently. 
“We share a border and some of our people are kin. 
During the apartheid era we cooperated in a way that 
benefited both sides, despite the absence of diplomatic 
relations and the continuing threat of violence. Now that 
South Africa has a friendly and democratically elected 
government with which we have established diplomatic 
relations, we will be able to promote friendship and 
cooperation. 


Botswana is a stable society with an outstanding infra- 
structure and healthy economy. It has fair access to 
regional markets, South Africa included. It has a strong 
balance of payments that enables investors to repatriate 
their profits and capital. 


“Capital market facilities are improving, and a stock 
exchange bill has been passed that will offer investors 
improved liquidity. Tax rates compare favorably with 
those of other countries in the region. The government 
gives the highest priority to the education and training of 
the labor force.” 


According to Sir Ketumile, Botswana, because of its 
central position, is ideally placed for industries and 
services in the region. He believes light manufacturing 
and distributive industries, financial services, pub- 
lishing, and information services would do well if estab- 
lished in Botswana. Tourism and travel services are also 
businesses that can benefit from Botswana’s wealth of 
wildlife and nature reserves. 


Due to the country’s dependence on diamonds, diversi- 
fication of the economy forms a central theme of 
Botswana’s national development plan, says Sir Ketu- 
mile. “Our policy is to allow market forces to identify 
and exploit the opportunities. We do, however, try to 
create a business environment that encourages private 
investment. We have maintained strict fiscal discipline. 
We have developed an infrastructure of roads, airports, 
telecommunications, water, and electricity of interna- 
tional standards. Most important, we have planned our 
education and training systems to prepare young people 
for the kind of work demanded by a modern economy.” 


Joint undertakings exist between South African compa- 
nies and the government of Botswana for the mining of 
diamonds, copper, nickel, and soda ash. Dr. Masire 
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expects more such joint ventures, as well as greater 
cooperation between state-controlled companies in ihe 
two countries. “It will be more advantageous if such 
cooperation can be expanded within the context of the 
Southern African Development Community [SADC]. 
Progress already has been made in linking up electricity, 
telecommunications, and transportation networks 
between Botswana and countries like Zambia, Zim- 
babwe, Namibia, and South Africa.” 


Conditions for membership in the Southern African 
Customs Union, of which Botswana and South Africa 
are members, are a sticky issue. ““The customs union has 
been in existence since 1910 and these conditions were 
amended in 1969,” says Sir Ketumile. But there is 
dissatisfaction over its payment mechanisms, the 
democratization of the decisionmaking process, and 
other issues. Members still have to negotiate on regional 
and international trade developments such as the 
restructuring of the SADC and the recent GATT talks.“ 


In the past the plan was that the British protectorates, 
which became the BSL [Botswana, Swaziland, and 
Lesotho] countries, would eventually be incorporated 
into South Africa. But the introduction of apartheid as 
official South African policy canceled that option. Even 
after the collapse of apartheid, this possibility is no 
longer being considered. 


“Botswana and South Africa are two sovereign states, 
with clear borders and independent governments elected 
by their people,” says Sir Ketumile. ““Our economies and 
political relations will continue to be conducted on a 
bilateral basis, as well as through the customs union, the 
SADC, and any other organizations of which we are both 
members.” 


Mozambique 


Journalist Criticizes U.S. Embassy Mobile Radio 
Plans 


MB1210092694 Maputo MEDIAFAX in Portuguese 
12 Oct 94 p 4 


[Article by Leite Vasconcelos, former Radio Mozam- 
bique director general] 


[FBIS Translated Text] (Maputo) I have been following 
with curiosity and surprise the exchanges of “greetings” 
between the DOMINGO newspaper and the U.S. 
Embassy concerning the much talked about “mobile 
radio” which the U.S. Embassy had proposed, or is still 
proposing, to lend and set in place in Mozambique 
temporarily. 


My surprise is of a technical nature. The story of the 
“1,600 km radius, with more power than Radio Mozam- 
bique” bears no relation to fact. Radio Mozambique uses 
a number of short and medium wave transmitters, yet its 
broadcasts do not cover all Mozambican territory. What 
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technical miracle would we be about to witness in 
Mutarara that would have a single transmitter cover the 
whole country? 


It would be a good thing if DOMINGO informed Radio 
Mozambique about that astonishing innovation, because 
it would allow our radio’s public services to file away its 
radio transmission masterplan and proceed to broadcast 
to the whole country for next to nothing. 


The U.S. Embassy is also promising too much for a 
single transmitter. To go about civic education with an 
area of coverage that will certainly be far less than the 
area covered by Radio Mozambique is yet another hoax. 
What is more, it carries two extremely bothersome, but 
inescapable, problems. 


The first one has to do with personnel to make those 
transmissions. Where is that personnel? Would it be 
drafted, trained, ferried, given accommodation, and put 
to work all within the space of one or two weeks? Would 
it be enough to make programs in Portuguese language 
alone, which would be sure to be insufficient, or would 
the work have to be multiplied by 10 to produce pro- 
grams in the various Mozambican languages? What is 
more, what type of quality could one expect from such a 
hasty program other than to rebroadcast the National 
Elections Commission [CNE] programs on civic educa- 
tion currently carried by Radio Mozambique? Should 
that be the case, why not hand over the much vaunted 
mobile radio unit to Radio Mozambique—all the more 
so because it is the legal user of the short and medium 
wave frequencies attributed to Mozambique and which 
permit more than local radio coverage? Or could it be 
that the U.S. Embassy was proposing that frequencies be 
removed from Radio Mozambique’s hands, or yet that 
the government dump international radio broadcasting 
agreements and authorize frequencies to be used that 
have not been attributed to this country? 


The other issue concerns radio reception. It is not 
enough to just put a transmission on the air. It is 
necessary that people be told it is on the air and on what 
frequency to find it. Not only would such information 
have to be made public, it would also mean that tech- 
nical research would have to be done throughout the 
country so that all the target areas could be known. What 
technicians could claim with any degree of seriousness 
that within a few weeks such a radio would be set up, 
tests done, target areas researched, and potential lis- 
teners informed, if you take into account this country’s 
physical shape and its vastness? 


It would really have to be a joke if anyone were to come 
forward with the suggestion that a radio transmitter 
could do the same work in Mozambique (with an area of 
800,000 square kilometers) and in Haiti (less than 
28,000 square kilometers). It would appear that DOM- 
INGO took that joke rather seriously...and that it did not 
even bother to establish the power of the controversial 
transmitter and whether it will function on the short or 
medium wave (or FM, so we can all have a thoroughly 
good laugh). 
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One final point: What would be the cost of such an 
operation involving a possibly pirate radio station which 
would work for a few days, reach areas in the country 
unknown to all to begin with, and whose potential 
listeners would not have any idea that it was broad- 
casting and on what frequency? 


For the sake of broadcasting civic education programs, 
would it not have been far more effective and less costly 
to have bought air time from radio stations in neigh- 
boring countries that also use languages spoken in 
Mozambique and which are usually listened to in our 
country? Such an option would, as a matter of fact, 
complement Radio Mozambique coverage. 


The much talked about mobile radio unit would then be 
no more than a ghost in the radio spectrum. 


Diakhama on Election, Coalition Prospects 


BRO710163894 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 6 Oct 94 p 7 


[Interview with Renamo leader Afonso Dlakhama by Ia 
Wadendal and Ethel G. Berg; place and date not given— 
first eight paragraphs are SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
introduction] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] After 17 years as a guerrilla 
leader in the bush he has now swapped his camouflage 
gear for a suit and tie. 


Afonso Diakhama, Renamo’s [Mozambique National 
Resistance] leader and presidential candidate, is keen to 
wash off the terrorist label which the rest of the world 
and Frelimo [Mozambique Liberation Front] have 
attached to him for all these years. 


Afonso Dlakhama left the Frelimo liberation movement 
because he was dissatisfied with the Marxist-Leninist 
direction the government party took after liberation 
from the Portuguese in 1974. 


He then joined the Renamo “resistance movement” 
which was, for example, financed by interest groups in 
South Africa and Rhodesia (today’s Zimbabwe). 


Throughout the 17 years of the civil war Renamo has 
been considered to be engaging in pure terrorist activity 
among the population in the countryside—for example, 
by forcibly recruiting boy soldiers and forcing them to 
kill their parents. 


Nevertheless, the world community and the United 
Nations have considered it necessary to give Renamo a 
political and human face in order to achieve peace in the 
country. As a result, foundations and governments in the 
West have donated huge sums to support its transforrna- 
tion into a political party and its election campaign. 


When Dlakhama met SVENSKA DAGBLADET’s cor- 
respondents he had his American and German advisers 
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in the background and was in a very good mood after 
learning about the latest opinion poll prior to the 27-28 
October election. 


According to the poll Renamo is cutting governing party 
Frelimo’s lead. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] Where does Renamo stand 
on the political scale? 


{[Diakhama] We are fighting for democracy and freedom, 
human rights, and for free market forces. 


These are our principles and if we win the election we 
will implement them. For 17 years we have fought in the 
bush, but the whole time we have been saying why we 
were fighting and people have understood. That is why I 
have faith in many votes in the election. Our party 
program is based on the life and future of the Mozamb- 
ican people and people know that. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] Will war break out again 
after the elections? 


[Dlakhama] I will act peaceably at any rate. If I had 
believed in continued war I would have stayed in the 
position of a guerrilla and not founded a political party. 
No, no war. 


This country has everything to gain from continued 
peace. We are already seeing that foreign businessmen, 
including Swedes, do not dare to invest out of fear that 
fighting will break out after the elections. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] Are you willing to govern in 
cooperation with other parties? 


[Dlakhama] Yes. If a tribal war is not to break out in this 
country we must form a coalition government and here I 
do not mean only with Frelimo, but also with the other 
16 small parties which are also taking part in the elec- 
tion. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] Do you believe that the 
other political parties will accept joint government with 
you? 


{[Dlakhama] I do not know what they want. I only hope 
that they are aware of how important it is to have a 
composite government, because the Mozambican people 
needs to experience a feeling of belonging together at 
long last. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] How is your relationship 
with President Chissano? 


[Dlakhama] The best. For more than eight months I have 
been trying to persuade Chissano to accept the same 
brotherhood we formerly had in Frelimo. 


We both know that it is not easy to be the sole winner in 
the elections and shut the losers out of a future govern- 
ment. These are after all the first multiparty elections 


FBIS-AFR-94-197 
12 October 1994 


since the terrible war. I am trying to persaude him to 
cooperate and invite me into the government—f he wins 
the elections, that is. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] The other day President 
Chissano answered a question about whether he could 
envisage you in a coalition government by saying that he 
preferred not to make any statement on the matter. 


{[Dlakhama] Did he say that? | believe that Chissano 
understands one thing —that the whole of the Mozam- 
bican people is now concerned about one single ques- 
tion: “What will happen in the country in the first 24 
hours after the elections?” 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] Do you think that Renamo 
will win the elections? 


[Dlakhama] It is of couse difficult to answer yes or no to 
that question. The people of Mozambique are well aware 
of what issues Frelimo, Renamo, and the small parties 
are pushing. People in this country know me. So the 
chance of election victory does exist. If the election is 
held without any cheating, that is. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] Is it Renamo, Frelimo, the 
United Nations or the world community which will 
decide whether the election result is correct or whether 
there has been any cheating in the elections? 


{[Dilakhama] The world community is not going to the 
polls; that is what we and the other pari.cs are doing. If 
a party—it makes no difference which one—suspects 
cheating in the elections the representatives of this party 


must put forward proof. 


The election is also being checked on by UN observers— 
something that in itself is a guarantee, but if I think that 
there is reason to make accusations of electoral cheating 
against someone or against several people, it is of course 
my duty to prove it. 


[SVENSKA DAGBLADET] In most countries Renamo 
is known exclusively as a guerrila movement which 
murders and destroys. What strategy do you have to 
change this picture—that Renamo is now a proper 
political party? 


{[Dlakhama] I have already changed. After all I am sitting 
here in front of you wearing a suit and tie. Do you think 
that all the ambassadors and diplomats who have sat at 
my table during this lunch would have taken part if they 
still saw me as a guerrilla leader? 


Of course this “‘personality change” which you now see 
has been a difficult readjustment for me to undergo. For 
17 years I have been out in the bush in camouflage gear. 


President Chissano won the war against the the Portu- 
guese and consequently won independence for Mozam- 
bi ."e. I have won the victory for democracy, because 
this country is now moving toward its first multiparty 
elections. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Cote d’voire 


PDCI Splinter Group Claims Support of 31 MP’s 
ABO5 10204894 Paris AFP in English 2033 GMT 5 Oct 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Abidjan, Oct 5 (AFP)—A 
splinter group from Ivory Coast’s ruling party claimed 
Wednesday [5 October] to have won over 31 members of 
the majority group in the West African country’s parlia- 
ment. 


The Movement of Republicans (Rassemblement des 
Republicains—RDR) broke from the former sole party 
the Ivory Coast Democratic Party (Parti Democratique 
de Cote d’Ivoire—PDC]) in June. 


In its first public meeting since then, secretary general 
Djeny Kobina told a roaring crowd of nearly 2,000 at 
Abidjan’s up-market Hotel Ivoire that he had received 
31 MPs “‘at their request.” 


“One can consider these parliamentarians as belonging 
to the RDR,” he added. 


The PDCI, now led by President Henri Konan Bedie, 
won 165 seats in the first multi-party elections in 1990 
against only 10 for the two opposition parties. Among 
those attending the meeting, officially billed as a “press 
conference,” were four ex-ministers of former Prime 
Minister Alassane Quattara. 


After the death in December 1993 of veteran President 
Felix Houphouet-Boigny, Ouattara was widely consid- 
ered a rival candidate for the presidency to Bedie. 


However, Kobina was evasive on the RDR’s links with 
Quattara, who resigned from the PDCI in May to take up 
a senior post with the International Monetary Fund in 
Washington. 


Kobina would not say whether Ouattara, whom he 
described as “my friend,” was likely to be the RDR 
candidate for the presidency next year. 


“Still today, although he is not a member of the RDR, we 
have excellent relations with him.” 


The “shadow and light’’ in the inheritance from 
Houphouet-Boigny should be recognised, Kobina said, 
and added: ‘“‘Houphouet-Boigny had high ideas about 
Ivory Coast and high ideas about himself.” 


Liberia 


UN, Aid Agencies Suspend Operations; AFL 
Chief Rejects Post 


AB0710185594 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 7 Oct 94 
[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The United Nations and relief 
agencies in Liberia have run out of patience with the war, 
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the insecunty, and the lawlessnss in the countryside. 
Their convoys run gauntlet, their workers are abducted, 
and their stores raided. Now they have decided enough is 
enough and they have suspended their operations. From 
Monrovia, Nyenati Allison telexed this report: 


In a joint statement issued today, all five UN agencies as 
well as 15 local and international relief bodies operating 
in Liberia, say the suspension has been invoked because 
of the general breakdown of law and order, the prolifer- 
ation of civil chaos, and the disturbing increase in the 
number of factions and splinter groups throughout the 
country. The agencies say they could not tolerate 
planned and deliberate theft of aid supplies from hospi- 
tals, clinics, warehouses. residences, and offices of UN 
and nongovernmental organization agencies, and also 
deplored what they said was the endangerment and 
detention of relief workers by armed factions. 


UN sources here say fighting in central Liberia has 
intensified over the last eight days and the Phebe Hos- 
pital, which has offered refuge to some 20,000 displaced 
persons, was attacked by the rebels. No armed faction 
has claimed responsibility for the attack in which three 
nurses are now confirmed to have been killed. The 
hospital is situated seven miles south of Gbarnga, the 
stronghold of Charles Taylor’s NPFL [National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia] faction. According to the UN state- 
ment, the armed factions in the country have clearly 
shown their intention to reinforce their military capacity 
by stealing basic relief support from aid agencies and 
from civilians. It said stolen relief supplies and equip- 
ment are being used by the armed factions to support 
their military operations, increase terror and danger, 
perpetuate civil disorder, and contribute to illness and 
hunger among civilians. The relief community said they 
would continue to provide humanitarian assistance to 
only areas where tangible safeguards and appropriate 
environments could be assured. 


Meanwhile, the row over the sacking of AFL [Armed 
Forces of Liberia] super staff, General Hezekiah Bowen, 
has far from ended. Major General Phillip Kamah, who 
was appointed to replace him, has also rejected the offer. 
Kamah announced today, he would accept the appoint- 
ment only if Bowen was promoted or given another 
assignment. 


Niger 


Interior Minister Comments on Government- 
Tuareg Truce 


AB1110223594 Paris AFP in English 0113 GMT 11 Oct 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Niamey, Oct 11 (AFP)}—A 
ceasefire between the Niger Government and rebel 
Tuareg forces signed Sunday [9 October] came into force 
at midnight (2300 GMT) Monday, Interior Minister 
Ousmane Oumarou said. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Speaking on television late Monday, Oumarou said he 
was firmly convinced that the ceasefire, aimed at ending 
the three-year conflict in the desert north of the country, 
would hold. 


But he said the system of military escorts for travellers in 
the region would be maintained for the time being, and 
promised unspecified but “very effective” measures to 
combat “residual banditry.” 


Ousmane also said continued negotiations with the 
Tuaregs were dependent on implementation of the cease- 
fire accord. 


Ousmane’s remarks were the first official reaction from 
Niamey to the accord signed in Ouagadougou, capital of 
neighbouring Burkina Faso, which referred to Niger’s 
“indivisible character” and at the same time the right of 
populations to “manage their own affairs.” 


The agreement, endorsed by Algeria, Burkina Faso and 
France, said an initial three-month ceasefire would be 
tacitly renewable. 


A special committee will draft a law transferring eco- 
nomic, social and cultural powers to local land collec- 
tives. Under a rehabilitation scheme in northern Niger, 
Tuaregs will be resettled and an “international com- 
mittee of enquiry into past abuses” will be set up. 


The Tuareg community makes up 10 per cent of Niger’s 
7.5 million inhabitants, according to official statistics. 


Observers have been cautious regarding the prospects for 
a durable peace. 


They noted that the ceasefire was provisional, and that the 
most sensitive areas of disagreement, notably defence, 
security and the distribution of aid and resources, had 
been held over pending a further round of negotiations. 


But Ousmane said Monday that such questions were 
“accessory,” in that they did not present a stumbling 
block. 


The accord was signed by Niger Government delegate Mai 
Maigana and the representative of the rebel Tuaregs’ 
Coordination of Armed Resistance (CRA) Mano Mayak. 


Mayak advised caution in comments Saturday 
announcing Sunday’s accord, noting that a “national 
pact” signed in neighbouring Mali more than two years 
ago had failed to resolve a similar conflict between 
government forces and Tuareg rebels. 


Meanwhile a draft bill on decentralisation, to be pre- 
sented to Niger’s National Assembly where the govern- 
ment is in the minority, calls for regional and municipal 
authorities to be given wide powers of autonomy to run 
their own affairs. 


These administrative units will be run by assemblies or 
councils elected by direct universal suffrage and in which 


This report may contain copyrighte: 
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the elected leaders will be the executive heads. They will 
manage their own budgets in economic development and 
social and cultural matters of local and regional interest. 


Ousmane said Monday the decentralisation plan was 
within the constitution and concerned the whole 
country, not just the north. 


Under the ceasefire terms, the government agreed to 
“put an end to the actions of armed groups” and in 
cooperation with the CRA “stop action by isolated 
armed individuals.” 


The first reference is understood to be to pro- 
government groups, the second to Tuareg rebels. 


The two parties also agreed to free people “kidnapped or 
arrested”’ during the conflict. 


The agreement is to be monitored initially by a group 
agreed by negotiation before the setting up of an enforce- 
ment committee. 


Nigeria 


Unions Call On Junta To Reverse Fuel Price 
Rises 
AB1110133594 Paris AFP in English 1048 GMT 11 Oct 94 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Lagos, Oct 11 (AFP)— 
Representatives of Nigeria’s 41 industrial unions have 
called on the junta to reverse fuel price increases intro- 
duced last week, warning of the “‘poverty and misery” 
they entail, press reports said Tuesday. 


In a communique, the unions said the hike in prices, which 
were more than doubled in the wake of a rise of more than 
300 percent last year, has speeded up “the ongoing process 
of frightening poverty and misery in the country”. 


They called for a consultative meeting among the gov- 
ernment, union leaders and employers’ representatives. 
[passage omitted] 


The unions’ statement, issued after a meeting last week, 
said the new prices constituted a ““deadening burden” for 
workers and far exceeded the purchasing power of most 
Nigerians. 


Labour leaders said there should be a “corresponding 
increase in wages and other allowances”, but conceded at 
the same time that this was not a “viable option”. 


Last week’s meeting was the first among union represen- 
tatives outside the framework of the Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC), whose executive was dissolved by the 
junta in August after weeks of strikes, particularly in the 
oil and gas industry. 


The junta also dissolved the leadership of the two 
petroleum industry unions, which launched the crippling 
strike on July 4 to press not only for economic demands 
but also an end to military rule. [passage omitted] 
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